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TAFE, TEACHING LOADS AND CLASS SIZES 

182. Hon ALAN CADBY to the minister representing the Minister for Consumer and Employment 
Protection: 

(1) What is the average teaching load of a full-time technical and further education lecturer?   

(2) What is the maximum class size at TAFE?   

(3) Is there a policy, or a commitment, to reduce either teaching loads or class sizes at TAFE institutions 
during the life of the Government?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   
When the honourable member asked his question, I wondered whether he was contemplating yet another career 
change.   
Hon George Cash interjected.   
Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  That interjection will create a division in the ranks.   
The PRESIDENT: Order!  The minister should not be distracted by interjections.   
Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I was distracted by Hon George Cash’s interjection, because it was a good one.   

(1) Specific information about the average teaching loads of TAFE lecturers is not readily available, 
because such information is not systematically collected within the TAFE network.  Average teaching 
loads are not utilised as a standard measure when analysing lecturers’ employment conditions.  Rather, 
TAFE lecturers’ certified agreements determine the maximum number of contact teaching hours.    

Under the current agreements, a full-time TAFE lecturer may teach a maximum of 920 hours annually.  
However, the actual number of classroom hours varies greatly depending on student demand, regional 
influences and other factors.   

(2) Maximum class sizes are not stipulated within the vocational education and training sector.  The class 
size of any course depends on a range of factors, including occupational health and safety standards, the 
capacity of the facilities and the mode of study.  In regional areas, there is also the influence of smaller 
student populations.  Given these factors, class sizes are usually determined by each college, usually 
within the individual program area.   

(3) No.   
 


